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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HOS E readers, who are already well acquainted 
with the writings of the Engliſh divines, will find lit- 


tle neꝛo in this ſermon, ſhort as it is, except the compu» 


ſition. The very great utility of ſmall religious tracts 


is however generally acknowledged + there are multi- 


tudes of mankind, who cannot, or will not, ſpare either 
money, or leiſure, or application for the peruſal of 
larger works. And as the writer of theſe few pages 
has never met with any ſuch exattly on this ſubject, 
he has himſelf ventured to preſent one to the public, 


in a form as compendious, and a flyle as perſpicuous 


as he was able. At the preſent time in particular, it 
is preſumed that ſuch a deſign will be thought com- 
mendable : but how far that commendation can be 
extended towards his performance, muſt, after all, 
be left for the reader to determine. 
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ROMANS, XV. 13. 


Now THE Go or HOPE FILL YOU 


WITH ALL JOY AND PEACE IN BE- 
| LIEVING, THAT YE MAY ABOUND 
IN HOPE, THROUGH THE POWER 
OF THE HoLy GnosT. 
HE general deſign of our reli- 


gion is to prepare our ſouls 


for the enjoyment of, and to 
obtain for us eternal happineſs in a fu- 
ture ſtate. And the difficulties, which 
oppoſe themſelves to this great object, 
ariſe from the way ward prejudices of our 


reaſoning, and the habits, already con- 


_ firmed, of our lives and practice. The 


"oo | very 
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TTY 
very conſtitution, if 1 may ſo ſpeak of 
the ſoul, impaired by the firſt inroads of 
Satan and of Death, has now larger 
avenues open to the repeated approaches 
of their powers, and to ſave us from 
their galling yoke, has demanded even 
the higheſt, the ultimate ſupply of di- 
vine interpoſition. | 


Theſe obſtacles, the prejudices and 


| habits of a nature thus impaired, we 
muſt, it is the duty of our Chriſtian 
warfare, prevent by our viligance, and 


repel by our exertions ; animated by 
* the God of hope,” and aided by his 


„ power; confiding wholly in our di- 
vine Leader, and attached to—allow 


me to ſay, This perſon by admiration 


and gratitude, we follow the great ex- 
ample of his perſeverance and forti- 


tude; patient and paſſive; proving our 


underſtanding by a careful obedience, 


and 
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and humbly ſubmitting our own wills 
to his wiſe and perfect direction. 


But in compliance with the faſtidi- 
ous taſte of the times we live in, tinc- 


tured, as it is, with all the ſtrength and 


_ preſumption of * reaſoning pride, we 


muſt, however, relinquiſh the meta- 
phor, tho' ſo powerfully illuſtrative of 
this ſubject, that our language ſcarce 


_ affords words to expreſs our ideas with» 


out the uſe of its appropriate terms. 


Well then; even theſe regſaners muſt 
acknowledge, that man fills but a ſtation, 
and a ſubordinate ſtation, among the 
works of his Creator; — and (hall we ſay, 


My haſt thou made me thus ?”— 


A ſubordinate ſituation has only par- 
tial and inferior duties; of the higher 
concerns it neither requires nor admits . 
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our care: for ſmall concerns a limited 
meaſure of knowledge can alone be 
. deemed neceſſary: with ſuch a mea- 


* 
- 


ſure - our divine Creator has endowed 


us; it is a means adequate to the ob- 
jet; and, as his wiſdom never works 


in vain, He has imparted no more, 


- Shall we then preſume to canvas his 


commands, and require proofs of their 


» 
* 


propriety? Shall we ſet up ourſelves 
to-* rejudge his juſtice, to * be the 


God of God?” No: let us tell our 
ſtubborn ſouls, that the Great Lord of 
heaven and earth, who has given ſo in- 
numerable proofs—how many more 
than we yield our attention to !—not 


only of his power, but alſo of his wiſ- 
dom and of his mercy; that He, 
when we call for further teſtimony of 
his juſtice, diſdains to account to ſuch 


impious 
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impious preſumption ;| but admoniſhes 
us only of the danger and folly of our 


petulent impotence, when compared 
with the greatneſs of i omnipotence. 
« Haſt thou, ſaith He, an arm like 
God; or canſt thou thunder with a 


voice like Him?” 


He then has commanded us to ob- 
ſerve the diſtinction between thoſe ſub- 


jects, which are open to our inveſtiga- 


tion, and thoſe which are not; to ac- 
quire by diligent application that prac- 
tical ſcience, of which, as we all admit, 
He requires in us the 4now/edge-z and 
humbly and implicitly to Selieve upon 


| the authority of his revelation, -h, in 


whom we have ſo much cauſe to truſt, — 
thoſe divine truths, the &nowledge of 


| which is too excellent” for us, and we 


© cannot attain unto,” Of ſuch my- 
| ſeries, 


Ce 


ſeries, it is acknowledged, that there 
are in the Chriſtian religion a multi- 
plicity ; all of them above reaſon, but 
which certainly reaſon cannot contra- 
dict: ſuch are in the province of belief, 
not of knowledge; but are not there- 


fore the leſs certain in their own na- 


ture; and our acquieſcence and confi- 


dence in them, —which is what I un- 


derſtand by the word “ faith,” or, as 


we find it jp the preſent text, ** be- 
Lieving,” —become an act of obedience 


not leſs obligatory, and neceflary, and 


reaſonable, than any other conformity 


of our will to that of the Almighty. 


Theſe myſteries are bound upon our 
attention by various exhortations of 


Scripture, differing only in their de- 


gree of earneſtneſs, according to the 
importance of the ſeveral doctrines re- 
ſpectively 
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ſpectively in the conſideration of our 


Divine Maſter, and to the diftinction, 


which they therefore hold among the 
articles of the Chriſtian faith; 


As one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed, 
you will not be ſurpriſed, on this oe- 
caſion, that I cite in particular the 
doctrine of the Trinity in Unity; a pro- 
poſition certainly contrary to our rea- 


ſon, if it were aſſerted concerning any 


material body, the elementary prin« 
ciples of which are familiarly under- 
ſtood 3 and as doubtful, if it be af- 


firmed of any mode of exiſtence, with 


which we are but partially acquainted. 
Yet even in either caſe, an aſſent might, 


and muſt, have been given upon the 


ſtrength of authority only: it is no 
more than a confidence, different in- 
deed in the degree, and in the impor- 
tance of its conſequences, but of the 
ſame 


ſame nature with that, which is, 
on every common occaſion, placed by 
the ignorant in perſons of ſuperior in- 
formation. Thus, by the firſt impreſ- 
ſion on our very ſenſes, we know, 
that we are frequently deceived; and 
tho' the miſtake be often corrected 
afterwards upon a further advance in 
ſcience; yet unleſs that ſhall happen, 
and till in fact it does happen, we muſt 
rely for the truth on authority alone. 
But, after all, what can we reaſon, but 
from what we know? We cannot 
then, while all our under ſtanding has 
but that one primary inlet of organic 
| ſenſation, we cannot apply our reaſon- 
ing to that divine eſſence, the obſervation 
of which, we are ſurely ſenſible, could ne- 
ver become ſubject to the organs of men. 


But why then, it will be ſaid, why 
are we ſo anxious for what can never 
| be 
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be non? That very poſition, obvious 


as it may now ſeem, is the moſt that 


we * contend” for. The mode: of 
the divine eſſence, I again repeat, can- 
not, and is not required to be &nown 7 


but it is, in a degree, revealed, as an 


object of faith, —of belief only; and it 
is arrogant and preſumptuous, it is 


dangerous, nay it is fatal for us, to re- 


fuſe to confide obediently in that moſt 
gracious revelation. For our faith, as 
is every where inſiſted in ſcripture, is 


not involuntary, nor void of moral ob- 
ligation: divine teſtimony, a good and 
ſufficient foundation, and « the means 
of grace,” as materials for the ſtructure 
alſo, are liberally given ; and certainly 
then we are criminal in the neglect to 
uſe them. Our God did not deſign 
us to be mere machines: our faith He 
has not placed in our minds as a ready 

and 


(14) 

and innate endowment; any more than 
He has that, which we call human 
learning; but chuſes to make uſe of 


our induſtry and application for its at- 
tainment ; and, in the courſe of our 
religious labours, to teach us another 
leſſon of humility ; to ſhew us our de- 
pendence on his grace for aſſiſtance, 


and for ſucceſs on his bleſſing, 


And his grace, the more immediate in- 
fluence, as we conceive, of the power 
of the Holy Ghoſt,” fo ſufficient to pro 
duce in us the bleſſed hopes of eternal 


| | glory, He faithfully imparts to every ſoul, 
F which is found in that ſtate of humble 
and docile ſimplicity, with which alone 
1ts reception 1s. compatible, To a per- 
verſe obſtinacy of mind, a captious and 
t contentious” temper, ſuch illumina- 
tions even of the divine ſpirit would be 


uſeleſs 3 


( ts ) 

uſeleſs; indeed the very notion of their 
ſubſiſtence together ſeems impoſſible 
and abſurd : theſe obſtacles He requires 
us to ſubdue, as a probationary diſci- 
pline, the noviciate of our faith : fox 
The fear of the Lord is the begin- 
© ning of wiſdom, and before honour 
« is humility.” 5 


In this diſpoſition of ſoul then let 
us but once fairly open our New Teſta- 
ment, and with the plain integrity of 
| an. honeſt mind ſay, whether we do, 
or do not find ſuch a doctrine there. 
„There are three that bear record in 
« Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoſt; and zbe/e three are one.” 
Can there be a more poſitive affirma- 
tion? No: and the word of God is 
truth. But, alas! there is ſometimes 
introduced alſo among our religious 

1 2 affairs, 


. 


affairs, what is obſerved, - God knows 
how often! in the tranſactions of com- 


mon life, a baſe ungenerous cunning, 
which it may require indeed abilities 
and learning to contend with, but only 
a little artleſs honeſty to deſpiſe. 


Having thus ſeen, that the faith re- 
quired of us, with this purification of 
our will as preparatory to it, is indeed 
but our reaſonable ſervice, let us pro- 
ceed, in the laſt place, to obſerve 
how replete we find it with the 
fullneſs of all joy and peace” in our 
preſent life, and with the abundance 
of „ hope” from that which is to 
come; effects, of which, according 
to our text, it is naturally and exclu- 

| fively productive. 
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Theſe bleſſed fruits ſpring not indeed 
immediately from that ſtem of our re- 


ligic 
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ligion, the doctrine of the Trinity in 
Unity; they depend on the particular 
branch of redemption by the Son: but 
the authority for both, - and it is: 4 
ſubject of authority and confidence, — 
is the ſame. We find, that the two 
doctrines are inſeparably connected in 
the ſame inſpired books ; and that the 
whole fabric of revelation muſt ſtand, 
or fall, together. If there be any 
man, who bears the name of a Chri- 
ſtian, that ſhould fooliſhly wiſh to 
exalt the Saviour of mankind above 
this co- equality, let him reflect how 
little that divine perſon has Ccountee 
nanced ſuch a preſumption. ** Who- 
_ * ſoever,” faith He, ** ſpeaketh a word 
« againſt the Son of man, it ſhall be 
« forgiven him: but whoſoever ſpeaketh 
** againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be 
19 1 3 « forgiven 


_ *« cunningly deviſed fables :' 
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* forgiven him, neither in this world, 


„neither in the world to come. 


Should we then reject the authority 


of ſcripture all together, and ſuppoſe, 


for a moment, the whole Chriſtian 


religion to be but a collection of 


, 


what is 


then the ſtate of our minds at preſent, 


and what is their proſpect in futurity ? 
Even in its preſent ſtate, with all the 
hope of what it leads to, is human life 


ſo unqualified a felicity? Does the 


world exhibit no inſtances of evils, no 


vexations or oppreſſion, © labour or 


penury, the racks of pain, diſeaſe or 
ſorrow ?? — What then will it become 
when we are robbed of the conſolations 
of heaven, and are parted from that 


anchor of our hope, the faith of Jeſus 
Chriſt ? What then is our proſpect of 


futurity, | 


3 


futurity, even at the beſt, but a blank 
only and a chaos! But how truly 
miſerable indeed is that ſoul, in 
which all is become perplexity and 
doubt, deſolation and deſpair !—— 
For the falſity of our tenets, ſuppoſing 
them to be falſe, the ſceptic never can 
know ; as neither on this fide is the 
queſtion a ſubject of our knowledge: 
to truſt to credence, a belief, is as ne- 
ceſſary on the one hand, as on the other; 
and all the difference between the two 
faiths is only the abſurdity, the danger 
and impiety of the one, and the truth, 
the ſecurity and happineſs of the other. 
Vet to all theſe preſent ſufferings, beſides 
thoſe tremendous threatnings, which 1 
mean not to deſcribe, are we perſuaded, 
like froward children, obſtinately to ex- 
poſe ourſelves, for the ſake of perſiſting 
in an act of diſobedience; an act, from 
„ which 


( 20 ) 
which our officious adviſers pretend- 
not that we can derive any benefit; 
and for which we mult relinquiſh the 
promiſe of pleaſures, ſuch as “ eye 
cc hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither 
te hath entered into the heart of man to 
te conceive ;” thoſe pleaſures ** which 
ceare at God's right hand for evermore.” 

& MA9% 

© Now the God of hope fill yore 
with all joy and peace in believing ; 
ce that ye may abound in hope, through 
« the power of the Holy Ghoſt; to 
whom, with the Father and the Son, 
be aſcribed all honour and worſhip, 
might, majeſty, and dominion, both 
now and for ever. 


THE END. 
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BY THE SAME HAND, 
A 
SERMON 
ON THE PROGRESS OF 
DIVINE REVELATION, 
Preached in the ParisH CHuURcn of 
Sr. Mary in Bavnatey, 


On Svunpay the 13th af APRIL, 1788. 


by 
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the ſeveral Revelations of the Mind of God to Man is laid 


mon had been leſs compreſſed. The Connection between 
[ 


down with ſo much Perſpicuity, that no Man, who is not 


wilfully blind, can avoid ſeeing it; inſomuch, that we 


doubt not the Writer, who is as much unknown to us as 
the Occaſion of his Diſcourſe, is qualified both to prove 
and aſſert the Doctrines here advanced in their fulleſt Ex- 
tent,” —Centleman's Magazine, vel, 59, pave 1025. 


“To us, who profeſs ourſelves old-faſhioned in our Re · 


ligious Notions, it would have given Pleaſure if this Ser- 


